
SYLLABUS FOR PSYCHOLOGY 3015 
Theories of Personality 

 
 

 
 
Professor: Dr. J. L. Cochrane    Telephone: 678-915-7441 
Office:    J 309      e-mail:       lcochran@spsu.edu 
Office Hours: M&F 9:00-10:00 am, M noon-1:00 pm, F noon-2:00 pm, and by appointment 
                 
 
 

Text: Schultz, Duane P. & Schultz, Sydney E. (2009) Theories of Personality (9th Edition):  Belmont, CA: Wadsworth; 
ISBN# 13: 978-0-495-50625-6 
 
Learning Outcomes 
The student will be able to: 
1. Understand the basic concepts and principles of each theoretical perspective. 
2. Relate the personality theories to one’s own development, characteristics, and behaviors.                                                                     
3.  Apply the theories to others’ lives in order to better understand their personalities and experiences. 
 
Course Structure 
Course material will be presented through lectures, discussions, assignments, and class activities.  Topics covered will 
follow the order indicated in the table of contents of text, unless otherwise assigned. 
 
Exams 
Four (4) exams will be given.  Exams will be cumulative. Class exams will be announced at least a week in advance.  
You must receive permission in advance to miss an exam (except in the case of a documented emergency).  Make-up 
exams will be allowed only at the discretion of the professor, and when allowed, will be designed to test the student’s 
knowledge more fully.   
 
Class Participation 
You are encouraged to participate in class discussions and to respond to questions in class related to course 
assignments.  If you participate on a regular basis, two (2) points will be added to your class G.P.A. at the end of the 
semester. 
 
Attendance 
Attendance will be taken.  Three (3) absences will be permitted without penalty.  Beginning with the fourth absence, 
two (2) points will be deducted for each absence from you FINAL GRADE POINT AVERAGE.   However, absences 
due to official university business will not count against you.  Documentation must be provided. 
 
It is your responsibility to make sure you sign the roll.  You CANNOT sign for anyone else.  If you do, you will be 
marked absent.   YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY MATERIAL COVERED OR ASSIGNMENTS GIVEN 
WHEN YOU ARE ABSENT!  NO EXCEPTIONS!!!   
 
Two (2) points will be added to your class G.P.A. if you have perfect attendance at the end of the semester. 
 
Grading 
               Labs and Class Activities     20% 
   Exams (4)      30% 
   Individual Final Project*     30%  
   Case Studies (assessed in groups)*   20% 
 
       *More detailed information will be provided in writing at a later date.   
 
 

(Over) 
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General Policies 
 
Academic Dishonesty:  Any student found to be cheating or submitting someone else’s work as the student’s own 
work (in  accordance with Student Life Regulations 1.A.) will receive a minimal punishment of a grade of  “F” in this 
course, with a letter to the registrar stating that the grade was awarded for academic dishonesty. 
 
Students with Disabilities:  Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in this class 
are encouraged to contact the counselor working with disabilities at (678)-915-7244 as soon as possible to better ensure 
that such accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion. 
 
Disruptive behavior will not be tolerated.  Students engaging in disruptive behavior, e.g., talking during class, 
receiving cell phone calls, sleeping in class, entering class late, leaving class early, doing homework for another class, 
eating in class, etc., WILL be penalized.  Such behavior is not only distracting to the professor, but also is annoying to 
your classmates.  Should you have a problem or a particular extenuating circumstance, please discuss it with me at 
your earliest convenience.  Please Note:  Three (3) infractions of being 15 or more minutes late will result in an 
automatic absence. 
 
Assignments are due on the assigned date during class time.  You must have a legitimate and documented excuse if an 
assignment is late.  NO EXCEPTIONS!!!  Assignments will not be accepted electronically. 
 
Electronic Equipment:  The use of any electronic equipment such as cell phones, iPods, etc. is prohibited during class 
time.  Tape recorders/laptops may be used only with the permission of the professor.  One (1) point will be deducted 
from your final GPA for each infraction when electronic equipment goes off during class time.    
 
H1N1 Emergency Plan: If the university suspends classes due to H1N1 (“Swine Flu”), I will maintain contact (for 
assignments and further instructions) with the class by way of SPSU email. Make sure you have a campus email 
account.  


