Competition Details

2012 Georgia Regional 

Future City Competition
Please note that the 2012 Competition will be held 1/21/12 despite weather conditions. It will not be canceled and rescheduled.

The 2012 Competition is almost three times larger than the 2011 competition. This is great news but brings many logistical challenges. With the size of the competition and the space limitations, we have tried to arrange as efficient a process as possible for January 21. But with the number of people involved, there may be some delays and glitches. Listed below are the changes from 2011 to 2012 for those schools who have participated in the past. It is important that everyone be aware of these changes and of the anticipated crowds. Please be patient.  
With the numbers we are anticipating it is important that everyone is aware of the plans for the day before arriving. So please have your team and parents read through this information. Due to crowded conditions and because the models will be set up in the hallways, we encourage everyone but the team members to circulate.  
Space will be at a premium. First priority for space will go to the teams (students, mentors and teachers) and while we want to accommodate all guests, please understand that we may have to limit access to buildings, etc. based on the fire code. 
	Changes

	2011
	2012

	Room for all guests.
	Limited space for guests. 

	Preliminary Round held in Student Center
	Preliminary Round held in Engineering Technology center (ETC).

	All models were set up in Ballroom 
	Models will be set up in ETC hallways on multiple floors

	A microphone was available in the Ballroom for announcements.
	No public address system is available to reach all floors in ETC. 

	Models were checked in at their assigned table in the Ballroom
	Models will be checked in at the ETC Student Lounge and then moved to their hallway table assignment.

	Door prizes were announced via microphone in the Ballroom
	Door prizes will be announced in the ETC Lobby and names will be posted for teams to check periodically 

	Preliminary and Final Rounds were held in the Student Center
	Preliminary Round will be in ETC and 
Final Round will be in the Student Center

	Crowd control was not an issue – guests were welcome
	Crowd control will be an issue – there will be limited space for guests

	We were able to stick closely to the schedule
	We may have delays due to increased numbers

	An optional Friday evening check-in was offered
	All models and teams will check in on Saturday 


Arrival on Campus
1. Plan to arrive on campus between 6:30-7:00 am to allow plenty of time for registration and set up. Directional signs will be placed around campus by 6:00 am and the Engineering Technology Center (ETC) will open at 6:00 am.

2. Park in the P-60 Parking Structure and press “5” to get to the ground level exit and proceed as directed below to the ETC which is next door to the P-60 Parking Structure. 

Registration

1. The Teacher Sponsor should enter the ETC on the Lobby level (floor 2) and bring materials for each of your teams to the registration table (see details below). 

2. The other team members should take their model for check-in on the first floor of the ETC (see details below).  

3. Teachers should bring the following materials competed, signed and ready to turn in for each team registration:

a) City Model Expense Form and receipts 
b) Signed Media Waiver Form on each team member (3 students, 1 mentor, 1 teacher)

c) Signed Honor Statement for each team.
4. We will register one team at a time (for schools having multiple teams) so have your materials separated by team.
5. Teachers will be given the following materials at registration:

a) name tags for each team member

b) a Program Book for each team member

c) a lunch ticket for each team member

d) 3 People’s Choice Award ballots for the students to complete and drop in the ballot box at the registration table by 12:30 pm

e) 5 copies of the Preliminary Round Schedule 

f) 3 evaluation forms for the students to complete*
g) an evaluation form for the mentor to complete* 

h) a bag containing the  team continental breakfast (water, pastry, fruit)

* Please direct them to drop in the evaluation box at the registration table by 5 pm

Please note: t-shirts, medals, etc, will be presented during the Final Round.
Models 
1. Bring your model into the ETC through the first floor side entrance.
2. Proceed to the Student Lounge to have your model checked in. During this process your model and presentation materials will be measured, your 4X6 card will be checked for the appropriate content, and you will be asked to show at least one moving part on your model. Your Hallway table assignment will be available at the time of Model Check-in.
3. Once your model has been checked in, proceed to your hallway table assignment and set your model up for viewing. 
4. There will not be any chairs at the display tables and no room for poster displays.  
5. Remember to have a covering available to protect your model from rain/snow during transport into the building, between buildings to get to the preliminary round panel rooms, and to get to the Student Center should your team be one of the five finalists. 
6. Table signs will have your city name clearly displayed. Please set up your model and prepare for visits from the Special Awards Judges. Don’t forget to take your model to the Panel rooms based on the Preliminary Round schedule provided. 
7. At least one student team member must be with the model at all times during the Special Award judging session from 8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

8. For model repairs remember to bring extra tape, glue etc.

9. Easels for your visual aids will be in each panel room but will not be available for use at your table.  
10. Models will be released to take home after the awards ceremony.  YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE REMOVAL OF YOUR MODEL. 
11. Remember to have your 4x6 Model ID card with city name, school name, team members’ names (teacher, students, engineer), and scale size visible on your model.  Point deductions set by national for missing cards or information: 1 pt. for each item missed; total of 5 pts. penalty.

12. Remember to accurately measure your model.  At check-in someone will examine each model for Model ID card and will also measure your model and visual aids.  Refer to rules for penalties when exceeding size restrictions.
13. If your team becomes one of the five finalists (That announcement will be made in the Student Center Theatre at approximately 1 pm) you should have someone on standby in the ETC to quickly move your model to back stage. Assign this responsibility to a parent or guest as the team will be sequestered from the time the finalists are announced until their presentation. (See Finalists details below.)  

Preliminary Round Procedures

1. Your team should proceed to the staging area outside your panel room approximately 5 minutes before your presentation is scheduled.  It is important that team members stay together and their city name is visible.

2. Preliminary Presentations will last 20 minutes. With 7 minutes for your presentation, 8 minutes for model judging, and 8 minutes for questions from the Judges.
3. Students, teacher, and engineer mentor will be allowed into the panel room for the preliminary round. Due to limited space and variability of size of panel rooms, the number of immediate family and team guests may be limited.

4. Observers will not be allowed entry after the presentation has started.

5. Observers may want to plan to arrive at least 15 minutes earlier or contact their team members in case their team has been moved up in the schedule due to no shows.

6. In addition to professional media, one video camera per team presentation will be allowed.

7. There will be 3 judges per room for the preliminary round.
8. Ties in the preliminary will be broken by taking the highest component score in the following order: a) presentation, b) model, c) essay, and d) design.
9. The decision of the judges is final.

10. Scores for the city design, abstract, and essay will be added to your presentation and model scores to determine the five finalists.

11. Penalty points for late submissions, missing elements, or size violations will be deducted from the score as needed.  See the Score Sheet in the Future City Handbook for information on deductions.

12. After the presentation, please return to your hallway table assignment to be available to Special Award judges (20 different Special Award Judges will be visiting you throughout the morning).   

13. The five highest-scoring teams from 5 separate schools will advance to the final round.  (Per national rules, our region uses Option B which allows for morning “run off” preliminary competition with multiple teams from schools followed by a final round with one team per school for the top five scores).

Special Award Judging

1. Special Award judges (20 teams) will be circulating in the hallways and talking with teams throughout the morning.  
2. Team members should ask which award is being judged and direct your comments to “selling” your model as the best example of that award. 

3. At least one student team member must be with their model in the hallway at all times during the Special Award judging (8:30-1pm) except when your team is doing their presentation.

4. All teams are eligible for Special Awards. 
5. Special Award winners will be announced during the Award Ceremony in Student Center Theatre (the ceremony will begin approximately 4 pm). 
Final Round Judging
1. All teams are expected to participate in the Final Round and Award Ceremony.

2. Your team should move from ETC to the SC Theatre at 1 pm.
3. The five finalists will be announced in the Student Center Theatre at approximately 1:15pm. 

4. Each team should contact one of their guests waiting in ETC to move their model to the back stage area. 

5. As soon as the finalists are announced, those teams will be sequestered in the dressing room. 

6. The five teams will draw numbers to determine the order of final presentations.

7. There will be five celebrity judges for the Final Round. 

8. Presentations will be made on stage for all to see. 

9. The Final Round of presentations will be videotaped. 

10. The Final Round presentations will begin at approximately 1:30 pm.

11. All the Teams from a school should sit together in the Theatre because they will be called up to the front by school. 

12. Your Team will receive t-shirts, medals, and a special award for your school trophy case. Your team must be present to receive these items. 

13. For the finalists existing scores for their city design, abstract, and essay will be added to the final presentation and model scores to determine the order of the place awards in the final round.
Awards Ceremony

1. The Awards Ceremony will begin at approximately 4:00 pm in the SC Theatre. 
2. Winning teams will be asked to come up on stage to receive their award. 

3. The 20 Special Awards will be announced first.

4. The final place awards (5th, 4th, 3rd, 2nd) will be announced next. 

5. The Georgia Regional Winner will be announced last. 

The Regional Winner 

1. If your team is the Regional Winner please plan to stay on the stage after the program is completed. 

2. After the program ends, additional pictures of your team will be taken.

3. You will also need to meet with Dawn Ramsey so that critical information can be collected and sent to the national office. 

4. Please have the legal names of all team members (the name as it appears on your birth certificate, passport or official state ID) to Dawn. This information has to be sent to national on Saturday evening and must be accurate to obtain your airline tickets to Washington. 

5. In 2012 all team members including students will be asked to present an ID (birth certificate, state ID, etc.) to board flights.

6. At that time Dawn will provide your Teacher Sponsor with a Winners Kit from national that explains the process you will follow to make arrangements for your trip.

Other Items of Interest
1. Free parking is available at SPSU. You may make as many copies of the attached Parking Permit as needed. For reasons of sustainability and to ensure availability of convenient parking please carpool and limit the number of cars per team. 
2. The ETC will be open to the public for model viewing from 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

3. As a courtesy to the teams in the Final Round, flash cameras will not be permitted except by the professional photographers. However, video cameras will be permitted during the Final Round.

4. A photographer will be circulating throughout the day taking pictures.

5. A set of these photos will be provided to your Teacher Sponsor after the competition.

6. A Continental Breakfast will be provided for each team member. (See details in the Registration section.) 

7. A Lunch ticket to Stingers will be provided for each team member. (See details in the Registration section.)

8. A Mentor Lounge will be open 9 am – 12 pm on the ETC mezzanine. This is a place mentors can get a cup of coffee and get away from the crowds. 

9. The ticket is for an “all you can eat” lunch and will have choices including a breakfast bar, salad bar, hot bar, grill station, pizza, deli station, drinks and deserts. Stingers will be open 10:30-1:30, so please schedule times for your team members to eat on rotation. Remember one student member of the team must be with the model at all times from 8 am – 1 pm.
10. The SPSU Dining Hall –Stingers- is located in Building X. (Next door to the P-60 Parking Structure.)  
11. Guests are also welcome to eat in the cafeteria for a fee of a little over $9.
12.  There are a number of fast food and regular restaurants near campus if your guest would rather leave campus to eat. 
13. Throughout the morning (8:30 am -12 pm) door prizes will be announced in the ETC Lobby on the half hour. Because there is not a public address system in the building and models will be spread out on 3 floors, the announcement will not be heard by everyone. The names drawn for any given prize will be posted at the Door Prize Table in the ETC lobby.
14. Have a member of your group check the list periodically throughout the day for familiar names. The student whose name was drawn will need to come to the Door Prize Table to receive their gift. 
15. Five of the door prizes (with values ranging from $25 - $150) will be held to award immediately after the five finalists are announced in the Student Center Theatre to encourage everyone to arrive at the Theatre for the final round. Students must be present when their name is drawn for those prizes. 

16. The Microsoft Store will have a table set up in the ETC Lobby (9 am – 1 pm). They will have their latest games and technology available for team members to play. This is a free service to all team members – but play time may be limited to give more students a chance to play. Make sure your team members are wearing the name tag.   
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